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Abstract This article argues that the capacity of sportriftuence social change
should not be underestimated. The research foartiee draws upon key interviews
and newspaper reports. The paper examines thregiang (i) What is the role of
sport in producing social change? (ii) Is spore#fective agent of humanitarian aid ?
and (iii) How does one think about the value ofrsps a resource of hope not just for
individuals but for many communities.
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SPORT SOCIAL CHANGE AND INTERNATIONAL AID

Introduction

International recognition for the potential roleat sport can play in attempting to
achieve the Millennium Development Goals , a sebearichmarks agreed on by the
international community to be achieved by 2015, pksed sport higher up the
agenda of organisations aiming to facilitate hurtaai@n aid packages for countries in
need. In areas of major crisis — such as war-tameg, and locations of forced
migration- sport has become a resources for ho@esdst with various development
projects aimed at ameliorating a range of intene@strelated to HIV education to as
well as reconciliation and peace amongst warriragtions and countries. As an
international language and a means to an end sputreasingly being used by the
United Nations and non-governmental organisations partnership with local
grassroots agencies. Increased aid, combined wiihrdduction is supposed to make
it easier for African countries to invest in healdducation and infrastructure. The
idea being to achieve a level playing field wheré{sican countries can compete
with the rest of the world, emulating Asia by saliquality products and providing
skilled labour.

The notion of poverty is not new but it is oftemppressed, not just in the
literature and research about sport and societgl, yat it is often a fundamental
reason and motivation for why some athletes rurstdtically sport used to be a
possible route out of poverty. Many NGO’S have batthe forefront of initiatives
involving sport as a facet of humanitarian aid ftagking the social and economic
consequences of poverty. The Tiger Club Proje#tampala Uganda is one of many

such initiatives using sport. The objectives o# thiger Club include: (i) helping



street children and young people in need; (ii) mhog children with food, clothing
and other physical needs; (iii) help with educataord development; (iv) enabling
children to realise their potential so that they gain employment; (v) providing
assistance to the natural families or foster cavechildren and young adults and (vi)
providing medical and welfare assistance (1).THé328nnual Report reported that in
2002 263 children had been offered a permanemnhaliee to the street; a further 116
street children and young people were in the STARIgramme which meant full-
time schooling; and 161 young people resettlecheirtvillage of origin and were
provided with the means for income generation. W% ose resettled children have
remained in their villages (2).

At the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games African athlettem a range of
countries helped to provide a spectacle for audgraround the globe. Every year
about 200 million people move in search of employtmabout 3 per cent of the
world’s population (3). Legal migrants who leaveithhomes in poor countries to
provide labour or entertainment in other partshaf world are generally regarded as
privileged. Many runners have provided exhilaratsgectacles for global sports
audiences but what is often forgotten is that theney raised from these
performances often provides pathways of hope foeropeople. Sociologists such as
Maguire (4) have helped to pave the way for anrestt® body of research into the
causes of sports labour migration across diffepants of the world yet very little has
been written about the part played by some athletesarning money to support
whole families and even villages in their countfyasigin. When the career of a
leading world athlete from a developing countrybrsught to a premature end, the

consequences often extend far beyond the track.



What isthe capacity of sport to produce social change?

It is perhaps early to assess the impact of th& Zl§mpiad in terms of its capacity
to bring about social change and yet the role #patrrt has played in influencing
social change in China through periods of revohytievolution, socialism,
communism and capitalism with Chinese charactesisias been mapped out in
studies such aSport, Revolution and the Beijing Olymp(&3. By examining the role
of sport during periods of social transformatiorctsistudies about sport in China
remind us of the rich research that can be produmedesearchers who place
historical and social questions at the heart ofrésearch endeavour. History tells us
that sport has in China has been influenced bygsses of imperialism, communism
and post-colonialism and that sport remains onepadsible vehicles by which
successive governments pursue a complex ideologpatfiotism, collectivism,
socialism and capitalism with Chinese charactesstPerhaps, both imperialism and
post colonialism may not explain the total develeptof sport in the Chinese social
context however they have opened up new ways okitig about sport both in and
between non-Western and Western worlds.

When the first summit of the worlds leading nationet in 1975 it was an
informal get to-gether involving the United States America, Britain, France,
Germany, Japan and Italy who met to discuss thesstun caused by an Arab
embargo on oil exports. The G6 summit became thenGI®76 when the then US
President Ford invited Canada to balance out thhedeans and then in 1988 the G7
became the G8 with the inclusion of Russia. In J20@4 ahead of the meeting of a
leading group of 8 nations in Savannah, Georgiaabiiee key recommendations of a
special report on China was that China should h&ed to join the group. The

authors pointed out that with China becoming onthefmajor trading nations of the



world, its foreign exchange reserves being secanlg to Japan and its plans to
reform its financial markets, justified and more pontantly necessitated its
membership at the top table (6). One month earidvlay of 2004 the then British
Prime Minister Tony Blair had met with President W&abao to discuss issues of
democracy and human rights in relation to Hong Kamgl Tibet. Britain was
concerned that the National People’s Congress ffadtigely ruled out democratic
elections in Hong Kong until 2007-8. The visit toriddon by the Chinese President
meant that he was met by the Queen, the Foreigeedfut also protesters from the
Falun Gong Movement and the Free Tibet Campaigme piotesters at the time
viewed Wen Jiabao as a part of the new generatioGhinese leaders and were
reported to be remaining optimistic about his leskip and the issue of China’s 54
year occupation of Tibet.

These two accounts in many ways reflect the chgéiehat is China in the 21
Century. In China privatisation is occurring befademocratisation with China
moving towards a closer relationship with globdlma on its own terms. In other
words what has been referred to in this study aeping towards capitalism with
Chinese characteristics. Social, economic and @llithanges have been afoot in
China following the perceived failure of Mao’s egmiian socialism in which an
understanding of China’s own approach to consumeri€onfucianism and
communism is only part of the guidebook to makiagse of China to-day. Their has
been a close East Asian Alliance between ChinaJapén which may eventually
wish to challenge any perceived US- led world ardéhere is dialogue with Tibet,
Hong Kong has been handed over and Beijing has #warded and hosted the 2008
Olympic Games. The awarding of the Olympic Gamemnamy ways encapsulates the

challenge that is China in that the promise andipdgies are framed not in terms of



the strengths and weaknesses of communism ani@lesapibut the tantalising notion
of reconciliation, internationality and wealth lit@d by divergent views and solutions
to issues such as democracy, corruption and ruoalerpy. Problems that in
themselves are widespread internationally and wrevplaces and spaces that are far
beyond the boundaries or borders of, for examplen& America or Africa but
nonetheless open up opportunities for researchiagdle of sport in assisting with
and being shaped by periods of social change.

In 1997, when Tiger Woods won the Masters and daine green jacket that
accompanied the winning of the coveted title, dmdtame thrilling to watch for an
entirely new audience. On the hallowed putting gseef Augusta, where Woods
would not have been allowed membership a few yearser, history had been made
(7). It would be wrong to suggest that Tiger Wowds a political trailblazer or even
an activist for change. At the same time his vengrence as a leading golfer helped
with social change in places such as Augusta. lildvbe wrong to argue that there
was no impact. Not since Lee Elder squared offremgalack Nicklaus in a sudden
death playoff at the American Golf Classic in 19%8l a black golfer gained so much
televised attention (8). The sports press castaheof Woods as breaking a modern
colour line, yet no one including Woods himself kcbéully describe exactly what
colour line had been broken. The press conveyegdniental heritage as variously
African American, Asian and Native American, oveeihingly others portrayed
Woods as a black athlete, a golfer who had broagbut change in the same way
attributed to the likes of Jesse Owens, Tommie I§ndbhn Carlos Muhammad Ali,
Tydie Pickett, Louise Stokes, Vonetta Flowers andeACochrane. Woods himself

did not consider himself in such terms but embraeedore nuanced racial heritage



more representative of the melting pot imagery @ased with American history and
a determining demographic factor of so-called Gatnan X (9).

In October 2006 Luiz Inacio Lula de Silva was rieceed President of Brazil.
The content of the first period of administratiomere also influenced by football in
that the first two laws that the President signedviay 2002 concerned football.
Football in Brazil was one of the key battlegroungsn which the battle to make the
country a fairer place was being fought. The sp@ad been run by a network of
unaccountable largely corrupt figures known asatasror ‘top hats’ who had become
wealthy while the domestic football scene remaibetke and demoralised (10). The
public plundering of football was viewed by the $tdent as a continual reminder of
the previous administration’s failure to stamp oatruption in areas of public life.
Lula in an attempt to force the football authosti® become transparent ratified a
Law of Moralisationin sport that enforced transparency in club adrvai®n (11).
On the same day he sanctioned a more ambitiousnvadel ranging law the ‘Fans
Statute’ which served as a modern day bill oftsgbr the football fan.

Unlike the actions taken by President Luiz InacidalLde Silva of Brazil in
passing legislation in relation to the morality Brfazilian football, when faced with
the option of intervening to prevent England crieke touring Zimbabwe in 2003,
both the chairman of the England and Wales Cri@lagrd and Jack Straw the then
British Foreign Secretary accepted by their actibias morality had no part to play in
English cricket (12). In contrast Stuart MacGiletiAustralian cricketer refused to
make himself available for the Australian cricketit of Zimbabwe on the grounds
that he could not maintain a conscience in thet lghthe human rights violations
being perpetrated in Zimbabwe. He was commendefadly the Australian Prime

Minister and Foreign Secretary. One year earliey members of the Zimbabwean



cricket team, Henry Olonga and Andy Flower madewaeaful political statement by
wearing black armbands as they took the field Wearld Cup match in Harare- a
protest in their words against the death of denwycha Zimbabwe (13). A group of
church leaders in Bulawayo hailed the gesture #mdnia six for freedom and
democracy and it cost both players their positiothie side. While the International
Cricket Council (ICC) did not allow tours to be catled on political or moral
grounds they did allow fdiorce majeureand it was this failure by Jack Straw to issue
a clear statement by the government cancellingdbeon these grounds that was a
missed opportunity (14). Despite the preparatioradfamework paper that could
have lead to the abandonment of the 2003 tourdretid the Foreign Secretary stated
that he did not have the power to order sportsnaed (vomen) around even when
they begged to be ordered and this was from a gowemt that had no problem with
finding powers to invade Iraq on the basis ofdigLibstantive evidence (15).

What is being suggested here is far from utopiamndeed new and it also
acknowledges that it is important not too overesatarwhat sport can do. Yet, the
examples provided, in part, are evidence that spant help to (i) change some
people’s lives and (i) symbolize change and @ontribute to and facilitate social
change. Sport has the capacity to work across texiand agencies to help or
attempt make the world a better place. In a gers¥ate the potential of sport to
contribute to different visions of what the worlsl and should be should not be
overstated nor underestimated Three are mentioaeslih an illustrative sense and
these might be referred to as (i) the global nberll view of sport in society in
which the convergence of the opportunity gap betwsgort in the richest and poorest
parts of the world might be possible (dependentnuacstrict adherence to liberal

policies); (ii) the hard third way view of sport society that requires a more limited



adherence to democracy but an enthusiasm for sgguaartnerships funded between
private/public sources, decentralisation, arms tlergports policy, an acceptance of
global sporting values and less of a concern wpgbrteng inequality while still
embracing certain egalitarian goals through prowigor targeted or vulnerable sports
groups; and (iii) a softer but less likely third yvis which sporting relief is used as
part of an overall policy of managing capitalisnsecial contradictions with the
typical role for sport being that of being a meamsan end or a bridge-builder of
reconciliation in areas of conflict. Within this uhel, third world democracy and sport
as a facet of social welfare come first, not last.

There are a number of fault lines running throdghdifferent worlds of sport
that have sustained progressive agendas for claarththe above are examples of any
number of entry and exit points that may be chasel basis for substantiating the
transformative capacity of sport. Forms of actiomymbe classified along the
continuum from reformism to radicalism or from idegical to non-ideological or
from issue orientated to more collective forms afian. Forms of change may also
have both intended and unintended outcomes butewdathe basis for thinking
about sport and social change in the earfy@itury it is imperative to acknowledge
that the parameters of sport and social changebatle geopolitical and socio-
economic. The analytical distinction and separatibthese two elements does not of
course imply that they are literally distinct. Imetdifferent worlds of sport these two
fault lines may become conjoined but as a methatthioking about sport and social
change they help to highlight not just the parcigdocial patterning of movements
for change in sport but also that the impetus aedgure for change may often result

from a more geo-political fault-line of north analigh or east and west.
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The migration of athletes from one country to apotim search of resources
and fame is not uncommon. One such example is Sadleed Shaheen born as
Stephen Cherono and raised in Kamelilo a villag&eémya in which there was no
water tap and every day after school the 2005 W80 m steeplechase champion
walked three kilometres to collect 10 litres of @ratwhich cost two dollars for three
days. The change of allegiance from Kenya to Qats allegedly based upon an
offer of at least $1,000 dollars a month for lifie6). About 50 people now depend
upon the athlete’s success for their livelihoods.gdts eight children through school
with two at college in America and when asked tplax Kenyan running success
said that the answer is simple ‘an athlete in Kemyes to escape poverty and | fight
to survive (17). Listen to Nelson Mandela or Kofikan talking of the role of sport in
International Development. The former United Nasiddecretary General in 2005
noted the potential of sport to effectively conveymanitarian messages, help to
improve the quality of people’s lives while helping promote peace and
reconciliation (18). Haile Gebrselassie talkingtbé political responsibility of the
athlete left one in no doubt about his prioritiesadicating poverty is all that matters
in my country’. He goes on ‘when | am training Itk about this a lot; when | am
running it is going over in my mind —as a countrg gannot move forward until we
eradicate poverty and whereas sport can help retidgoroblems will not be overcome
just by helping Ethiopians to run fast’ Gebrselagg#).

SPORT ASA FORM OF HUMANITARIAN AID?

TheNorway Cuphas taken place every year since 1972. It's otieeofvorld's largest
soccer tournaments for children. Every year moas tB5,000 kids play in the Cup.
The aim of the tournament is to create bonds betweseticipants across nations

through education and sports, a foundation of s between clubs from the West
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and particularly poorer areas of the world suctpads of Africa. The Norwegian

Minister of International Development values théerthat such a project plays in
"producing internationalism and co-operation betwddorway and many other

countries such as Brazil, Kenya, and PalestineI'9®8 1,325 teams from 34 nations
played 3,500 soccer matches on 49 fields.

Norway's placement of sports within its internaibdevelopment portfolio
signifies a shift in emphasis within the internaab development assistance agenda.
The organizationRight to Playwas founded in Norway in 1994 (originally as the
organization Olympic Aid) as part of the legacytloé Lillehammer Winter Olympic
Games. The strategic objectives are to use spodspéy programs to improve
health, develop life skills, and foster peace foitdren and communities in some of
the most disadvantaged areas of the world. RiglRléay raises funds to support its
programs from governments, foundations, individuasd from members of the
Olympic Movement including: athletes, the Interoatil Olympic Committee (I0C),
National Olympic Committees (NOC), organizing cortie@s of host countries, and
corporate partners.

Outside the role of providing aid, sports have sufga peace building. The

concept of an Olympic Trucé is noteworthy in terms of recognising the role of

international non-governmental organizations (NG@s)nfluencing and brokering
international relations. An Olympic Truce was labed on January 24, 1994 for the
period of the Lillehammer Winter Games in an attentgpresolve the conflict in
Yugoslavia. This Olympic Truce involved representd from the World Health
Organisation (WHO), UNICEF, the Red Cross, the UMjHCommissioner for

Refugees, and the Norwegian Government. These grexgcuated coaches, athletes,
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and members of the national Olympic committee frarajevo so that they could
compete in the Games.

In 1998, during the Nagano Olympic Games, the olasee of the Olympic
Truce allowed the UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan ibtervene to seek a
diplomatic resolution to the crisis in Iraq. At tB804 Athens Olympic Games, North
and South Korea marched under the same flag oKttean Peninsula. Given the
success of the truce movement, the issue is pentigren the agenda of the UN
General Assembly in the year prior to an Olympier®a. The UN flag also flies at
all Olympic Games competition sites.

In a number of ways sports have long offered a medrsocial intervention
and welfare aimed at supporting people who have beematized by conflict; in the
promotion of programs of conflict resolution, ang lelping in situations of military
conflict where sports are used to draw people dubuatines of violence. Th&wic
Olympics which have been staged in Twic County (Sudan)esR@00 are aimed at
encouraging a moment of tolerance and compassian area of the world which has
experienced conflict for more than half a centligr nations competing in this year's
2008 Beijing Olympic Games, the Twic Olympics offersurreal parallel. At the
opening ceremony, each district has a flag bearés dead, carrying a homemade
banner with stars, or leopards or bulls crayoned.ddehind them march the athletes
and an effort is made to keep colours uniform witbach district. Few in Sudan can
afford to choose their clothes with care, few c# #ithletes wore shoes and yet the
significance is not the dress of the athletes bat fit's taking place at all. Each
January, teams of athletes gather to compete aesoelleyball, dance, athletics,
and tugs of war. The competitors are full of pedde "James" who was drafted into

the army at the age of 11 and doesn't smile. Hetpoiut that even in playing sports,
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"nothing is normal for us." At the end of the Twidtympics the district with the most
medals is declared the winner with the prize beimgechanised flour grinding mill.
In a country with few roads or even brick buildirgiech forms of capital are worth
competing for.

In part, the benefits from using sports as a deraknt tool or for peace
building involve not just athletics but more impontly, education through sports.
Such programs have long since been viewed as agestsial change for individuals

with the rationale being that they can:

- Provide opportunities for life-long learning andstain not just education but
an involvement in sports and physical activity;

« Increase knowledge and skills and in a broader esamtribute to the
knowledge economy;

« Foster social capital through building relationshipetworking, and making
connections;

« Encourage critical debate about key public issaed,;

« Support development programs across the world ubatsport as a tool or

incentive for participation.

It's the ability to combine sport with other socfatces such as education through
sport that has facilitated an increased profile dport by UNICEF, UNAIDS, and

WHO.

SPORT AS A RESOURCE OF HOPE

The truth about global and Olympic sport as a usilecreed is that it is also an

engine of injustice. The social dimension and gmbi$es of sport remain as empty
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slogans, and constant historical reminders prodategnhe principles of equality,

justice and the eradication of poverty have noticed to make a reality of it. There is
just one thing that many corporate lobbyists andatanovements both understand
and that is that the real issue is not trade, wdraths the plundering of athletic talent
or mineral wealth from Africa, but power. A fundamt& gap continues to exist both
within sport and between the outcome of universtien western prescriptions, and
local realities. Sport needs to be more just asg leharitable but it continues to

provide a pathway for hope for some in differentgaf the world.

There is the reality of Maria Urrutia the womennfr@olombia who lifted 245
Kilos to win Colombia’s first ever Olympic Gold Matat the 2000 Sydney Olympic
Games. The country as you know usually hits thellivess for other reasons but
speaking to her nation following her success she @aar about what sport had

helped her to do:

‘She hoped that her success would reach otherhékgoor, black and female”- she
went on = | hope others see that you can makeiagli see the world and get an

education, through sports, or even in music andrarts’ (19)

Very little has been written about the part plajpgdsome athletes in earning money
to support whole families and even villages initleeuntry of origin. When the career
of a leading world athlete from a developing coyngr brought to a premature end,
the consequences often extend far beyond the thkdaka Mutola the Mozambican,
former Olympic and five-time world indoor 800m chaiom and world record holder
routinely sends track winnings back to her courdfyorigin. Chamanchulo, the

suburb of Maputo in which Mutola grew up, is ravdgey HIV, passed on in
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childbirth or breast milk to 40% of the childredn 2003 when Mutola became the
first athlete to collect $1million for outright tmry on the Golden League Athletic
Grand Prix Circuit, part of the cash went to therdation she endowed to help
provide scholarships, kit, education and coacharg/bung athletes. Farms and small
businesses have often been sustained by her wmmngthe circuit, which have
provided for the purchasing of tractors, fertilsand the facilities to drill small wells.
Sport continues to hold both a promise and possidor some in different
parts of worlds but it also has the potential talsymbol of change. Catherine Astrid
Salome Freeman became the first Aboriginal to egreher country at the Olympics,
at Barcelona in 1992, its first world champion, dimst Olympic champion. In doing
so she became a symbol for reconciliation betwedtaek and white Australia in
which she had much to forgive. Her grandmotherc&lsibley, was one of the so-
called stolen generation, taken from her parentthatage of eight by a reviled
Australian government policy that was designeddip Integration. As a consequence
of the 1950s programme which saw Aboriginal chidremoved from their parents
and settled with white families Freeman remainedware of here ancestry on her
mother’s side. Her father an outstanding footbd#érhome when she was five, died
of an alcohol-induced stroke aged 53, she was #Hgxoelested at 11 and later
abused by whites. Her Olympic success has perhalped to change the face of
prejudice, almost a taboo subject in a modern Aliatr Her Olympic reception
following Victory in the final of the 400 metres mhe viewed in stark contrast to the
day she travelled to an athletics meeting aged\Waiting outside Melbourne’s
Flinders Street Station, she was ordered to moveyoa group of middle-aged white
housewives, when the whole adjacent seating ayeaalzant. As Cathy Freeman held

the Olympic torch aloft during the opening ceremafiythe 2000 Sydney Olympic
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Games she did so in an allegedly different Austirabm the one experienced by her
parents. She herself had become perhaps one ofaha'st greatest ever sporting
icons but also a symbol of the struggle that almaigAustralians had to endure in
order to win social, civil and political rights.

Improving life chances requires a co-ordinated réffand as such any
contribution that sport can make must also buildrup wider coalition of sustained
support for social and progressive policies. The ¢hances approach to narrowing
the gap between rich and poor has a key role tp iplgoroducing social change. It
requires harnessing a strong political narrativd aation plan that fits with many
people’s intuitive understanding that life shoutit he determined by socio-economic
position and that people do have choices, whilaivdrg attention to the fact that
some people and places face greater risks and Imoted opportunities. Equalising
life chances and focusing on areas such as posbduyld sit together as part of a
vision for a better society. In part the promised gomossibilities of sport are
encapsulated in the words of the former Olympic &wnmonwealth athlete Kip

Keino (20):

‘| believe in this world that sport is one of theols that can unite youth- sport is

something different from fighting in war and it carake a difference- we can change
this world by using sport as a tool’

‘I've run a lot for water charities and children'sharities. | believe we share in this

world with members of our society who are lesauftaite. This is important. We came
to this world with nothing and we leave this wortidh nothing. So we can be able to
make a better world for those who need assistance’

The late writer Susan Sontag talking about the hcvemented that any novel worth

reading was an education of the heart in thatlérged your sense of possibilities and

of what human nature had the capacity to do. Stefaraent believer in the capacity

of art to delight, to inform and transform the vebih which we live. Such arguments
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are readily accepted about the arts but they nisednaake sense in relation to other
areas of social life such as sport and in partictla possible capacity of sport to
fulfill its potential and to enlarge one’s sensehofman possibilities, to delight, to
inform and ultimately help to transform the worldswvhich we live.

Sport it has been suggested should be thoughbod as a potential resource
of hope in that sport has some limited capacitgdsist with social change, can have
an impact on life chances, be part of a holistisrapch to what a recent report by a
international think tank referred to as ‘Narrowiting Gap’. Intervention can come in
many forms, legislation, policy, writing, investigay, uncovering silences, pressure
groups, social forums, campaigns and activism, lloeation of resources, not
accepting injustice in sport, intervention. Histatly sport and education have keen
key avenues of social mobility and an escape frawegy for some. Thinking
systematically about emancipatory alternatives #nedpart played by sport and is
only one way or element in the process by whicHithis of the possible can expand
and the promise and possibilities of the powerdofoation through sport can become
more of a reality for more people.

The promise of sport should not detract from tlaet fthat increasing
competition within some of the poorest areas ofvbdd often depletes social capital
and leaves its potential fragmented. The inforreat@ sometimes dissolves self-help
networks and solidarities essential to the survifathe very poor and it is often
women and children who are the most vulnerableN&©O worker in Haiti, describes
the ultimate logic of neo-liberal individualism @ context of absolute immiseration

(21) Davis, 2006:184):
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‘Now everything is for sale. The women used toivecgou with hospitality, give you
coffee, share all that she has in her home. | cayddget a plate of food at a
neighbour’s house; a child could get a coconut et godmother’s, two mangoes at
another aunt’s. But these acts of solidarity arsagipearing with the growth of
poverty. Now when you arrive somewhere, eithenitien offers to sell you a cup of
coffee or she has no coffee at all. The traditibrmoitual giving that allowed us to

help each other and survive- this is all being’lost

Sport can be a resource of hope. It's power igdithbut the contribution sport has
made in relation to developing people, raising rasjpins and being a resource of
hope, nationally, internationally and locally shaulot be underestimated either. As
the calendar of international sporting events uhfdch year and the spectacle of the
Beijing Olympics (2008) is followed by the Footb&Vorld Cup in South Africa
(2010) and the Commonwealth Games in Delhi (20h@)%cotland (2014) it is worth
remembering that while there is no single agemygror movement that can carry the
hopes of humanity alone, there are many pointsnghgement through sport that
offer good causes for optimism that things canbggter.

Concluding Remarks

While it is important to explain and understand remuic, social, historical,
physiological, psychological and many other expli@mms of what sport can do for
society, the more important intellectual and padtiquestions often emanate from
guestions relating to social change. Historicdiky potential of sport lies not with the
values promoted by global sport or particular forofscapitalism for these are
invariably unjust and uneven. The possibilitiest tagist within sport are those that

can help with radically different views of the wabpperhaps based upon opportunities
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to foster trust, obligations, redistribution andpect for sport in a more socially
orientated humane world. Sport’s transformativeac#ty must not be overstated, it is
limited, but possibilities do exist within sport fwrovide some resources of hope
within a world that is left wanting on many fron& ignore the capacity of sport to
assist with social change is not an option, pdsdrty for students, teachers and
researchers of sport all of whom have the capanity the platform to act as public
intellectuals.

The emergence of a more socially committed approsxhglobal or
international sport has to start from actively amkledging the huge differences of
opportunities, wealth, democracy, sporting taséesl models of professional sport
that divide the world. The deep challenge facingbgl sport is to outline the
mechanisms by which sport can be actively seemtribute to social and economic
welfare on an international scale. At the inteoral level the more powerful
sporting nations would seem to have the power foreea many of the rules and
decisions affecting world sport and yet there ah@ps unprecedented opportunities
at the beginning of the Z1century for change. Perhaps the most obvious and
disturbing concern is the extent to which the dasgitutions of sport are trusted and
sensitive to ways of addressing the interestsefthjority in the non-Western world.
The chief causes of inequality in global sport remavofold the transformation of
global sport by financial capital and the displaeabtof democratic political power in
sport by unaccountable market power.

Perhaps, as has been argued in this articlet should be thought of as a
resource of hope in that sport has some limiteda@apto assist with social change,
can have an impact on life chances, be part ofligtitoapproach to what a recent

report by a international think tank referred to‘darrowing the Gap’. Intervention
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can come in many forms, legislation, policy, wfininvestigating, uncovering
silences, pressure groups, social forums, campagdsactivism, re-allocation of
resources and not accepting injustice in sporbate few potential possibilities. This
perhaps involves the readers of this journal andynmdhers taking on the mantle of
the public intellectual in sport. There is no sagigent, group or movement that can
carry the hopes of humanity, but there are mangtpa@f engagement through sport
that offer good causes for optimism that things getnbetter.

Writers such as Said (21) were openly explicit alibe role of the intellectual
which was to ‘uncover the contest, to challenge ageidat both an imposed silence
and the normalised quiet of unseen power’ wheramwdrwhenever possible. Said laid
out a powerful case for regarding intellectuals these who are never more
themselves than when moved by metaphysical pasaimmhslisinterested principles of
justice and truth, they denounce corruption, defdreweak and defy imperfect or
oppressive authority. They are those who speakirtith to power and refuse the
constraints of disciplinarity and specialisatiorattibaid believed tended to weaken
and depoliticise the intellectual strengths of arait writing. In our time and almost
universally phrases such as globalisation, glolpalrts free-market, privatisation,
public/private funding for sport are all within tipeiblic domain and yet all of these
need to be properly explained and tend to be aedgpitly as if they are the pre-
ordained only way to do things. They are not aneytineed to be continually
challenged and re-worked.
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